
Notes: 
• Here is the schedule of programmes you can catch on the BBC over the 

next week: 
 

Saturday 11th April  

BBC 2 Easter from King’s 7pm 

Sunday 12th April Easter Sunday 

BBC1 Sunday Worship 

BBC Radio 4 Easter Sunday Worship 8.10am-9am 

BBC Radio 3 Words and Music 5.30pm-6.45pm 

BBC 1 Heavenly Gardens Part 2 1.50pm 

BBC Radio 3 Easter Day from Norwich Cathedral 

BBC Radio 4 Three Vicars Talking 1.30pm-2pm 

• Below is a message I have been asked to circulate by Cllr. Sheila 
Woodhouse on behalf of ‘Our Monmouthshire’: 

“In these uncertain times, there has never been a greater need for 
communities to pull together and help each other. Lockdown has 
resulted in anxiety for many people who rely on organisational and 
community support, but self-isolation doesn’t mean you are on your own! 

The new Our Monmouthshire platform is for individuals, community 
groups and organisations to share information, find support and help 
each other. 

In response the Coronavirus crisis, we are already seeing communities 
and organisations rallying together to provide support. There is a great 
community spirit across our county and people are offering to help in so 
many ways – from delivering essential groceries and emotional support 
to creating fun fitness videos and generally lifting peoples’ spirits. 

Our Monmouthshire offers a safer alternative to many social networking 
platforms that people are using to exchange help and support. If you 
were previously registered on the old platform (Monmouthshire Made 
Open), you will need to reset your password before you can log in. 



How can you get involved? 

Add a support listing 

If you are a community group or organisation offering a support service, 
we invite you to ‘Add an activity’, which will be checked by the team 
before going live. 

Join the timebank 

If you are an individual wanting to offer or request help from neighbours, 
we invite you to ‘Join the timebank’ where you will be asked to go through a 
reference checking process before exchanging with other members. Click 
here to find out how timebanking 
works: https://ourmonmouthshire.org/exchange-process 

Become a Street coordinator 

We are looking for volunteers to be a key point of contact for Our 
Monmouthshire members and help to co-ordinate volunteers using the 
platform. Find out more about the role and apply 
here: https://ourmonmouthshire.org/street-coordinator 

Support the ‘Love Your Neighbour’ campaign 

Show your support for the ‘love your neighbour’ campaign by updating 
your online profile and tagging any activities to the campaign. 

If you are concerned about COVID-19 and want to find out more 
information, please visit these links - National Health Service (NHS) 
information & advice and Government information & advice (GOV.UK) 

In addition to the above, we have published some useful resources for 
people who need help and support at this uncertain 
time. https://ourmonmouthshire.org/resources 

Together we can beat Coronavirus! 

Best wishes and stay safe 

Regards, 
The Our Monmouthshire Team” 

• Those who are unable to access the above information online are welcome 
to direct their enquiries to the council number on 01633 644644. 



 
• Continued thanks to those who have responded to the request to keep 

supporting the foodbank. We were able to donate the stock of ‘Real’ 
Easter eggs which were not able to use as a church to reach out to others 
with the good news of Easter.  
 

• Many thanks to those of you who are continuing to send donations, and 
to those of you who have chosen to take this opportunity to donate by 
standing order. We continue to be tremendously grateful for the many and 
varied ways you support the church. The safest way to send contributions 
is to send them directly to Fr Tom (address below) who will then be able 
to pass them on to the respective church treasurers, or if you give them to 
the treasurers directly, or to your respective church wardens. 
If you wish you can set up a direct debit at the following link: 
 
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/gift-
direct/start-giving-your-parish/ 
 

• Anyone requiring the services of a priest is welcome contact Fr Tom using 
the details on the letterhead, or Fr Jeff Pearse on 07985241700 
jeff.pearse@hotmail.co.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



An Easter Greeting from Bishop Cherry: 
 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

  
That confident statement of faith echoes down the centuries to our present-day 
circumstances. We might remember that the assertion of Christ’s resurrection and triumph 
over evil and death has held people in and through the darkest of times; be that the horrors of 
war, the degradation of persecution or the many other plagues and pandemics that have 
ravaged humanity in the past. It has also held individuals through personal tragedy and 
suffering beyond what most of us can imagine. 
 
What resurrection means for us is something that we grapple with at the best of times. 
Today, we are living through a world-wide challenge that raises the profoundest of 
questions, not least for people of faith who proclaim the good news of God’s love and 
resurrection life through Jesus. 
 
To say that this is a mystery may sound trite, but it is true, nonetheless. And those of us who 
have responded to Jesus’s call to ‘follow me’, can respond to the mystery of Christ’s death and 
resurrection only in faith and trust. 
 
As we enter into Holy Week, knowing (as those first disciples certainly did not) that the 
agony of Good Friday is the gateway into Easter Day, let us seek to embrace the mystery of 
the resurrection with the gift of faith that God has given to us and proclaim confidently, with 
our sisters and brothers across the world: 
  

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

  

Wishing you a joyful and blessed Easter, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Parfitt’s Ponderings: A note from our Lay Reader 
 
9th April, 2020  

Dear Friends 

 

It is sad time in some ways, whereby we cannot meet and greet each other, give each other 
the ‘peace’ etc. Never before in my lifetime or previously In history have we encountered such 
a rare time.   I’m sure that we all miss our church family and our families and friends, but we 
are grateful for the fact that we are still alive and can praise our God each day and count our 
blessings of the many things he has given us!    (My blessings include a Yorkshire Terrier dog 
and a naughty black ring -necked Indian parrot) 

 

Some people may praise God for the fact that some things are taken away!   I thought that I 
wouldn’t miss writing sermons but in actual fact I do miss them! We are very fortunate for 
our gardens for fresh air and the technology that enables us to keep in touch with our 
families and friends! Video calling has never been so much sought after!  

 

Since the lockdown on 23 March most people seemed to have adhered to its restrictions. 
Although it’s a new way of life for us (and some experts believe that it takes three weeks to 
break a habit) but we seem to be adjusting.    It’s difficult to think that only 3 weeks ago we 
were jumping into our cars and driving anywhere we wanted!  

 

No one knows just how long this lockdown will last, but we must trust in our God to see us 
through. There are many resources available for church services and reflections and I 
personally recommend Fr. Toms live streaming each Sunday amongst others! 

  

Who really knows where this covid19 came from originally but God is in it with us, and we 
can use this time positively to make a situation better than it might have been.    I personally 
find that the psalms are great during times of trial, especially psalms 23, 46 and 61. Along 
with the recommended readings! God knows us so well, he made us, he gifted us our lives 
and will deign our end times and will never leave us.    We have the reassurance of his 
promise of eternal life and as we say in our prayers ‘Thy will be done,’ so whilst we have this 
spare time, let God into our lives just a little bit more?    I trust you are all doing this but let’s 
take a few minutes extra minutes each day to remember those on our prayer list, those who 
are home with young children, those in poverty, those who suffer with physical or mental 
anguish, all those who need our prayers. (Especially those with Covid19) And of course the 
NHS, along with all the other key workers! 



 

At this time when I write, spring has definitely arrived with new lambs, and lots of spring 
flowers, and we can take our daily exercise through lovely Bailey Park or Linda Vista 
Gardens. The evidence of new life is everywhere, certainly evident in our shops with hot 
cross buns, reinforces that Easter is on its way.  

May I recommend the leaflet Fr Tom has produced an ‘Act of Spiritual Communion’, which 
is a very good resource!  I listened to one of the reflections this week on BBC radio and a lot 
of people are seeking meaning in their lives, but I am afraid that they don’t always look in the 
right places!    Sometimes people are vulnerable and leave themselves wide open to suspect 
forces? We need to pray for those people. 

AS Easter approaches, so quickly now, I am mindful of the grace and mercy of God in in a 
way I have never been previously, the greatness of his love and his generosity which is open 
to all, whatever colour, creed, etc, the list is endless. 

 

Therefore let us encompass that love and generosity of spirit and grace in our own lives and 
not only thank him for it but also pass it on to others! 

I was reminded today, when out for my walk with the dog, as I saw a mother with her two 
young children, just looking and pondering upon some ladybirds they had found. It reminded 
me of my childhood, the magnificent wonder of our gods beautiful creation, the gifts he gives 
us freely, which leaves me speechless.   So thankful, so grateful for all he has and will give us. 
So this Easter, although we don’t have the church services or events to attend, let us still 
regard it as a very special Easter and value the time that God has given us. Maybe we can 
take this spare time to explore that it is we can do differently with our time, who knows it 
could open out new avenues for us!  

 

Take great care my friends,  

may the road rise up to greet you,  

may the wind be always on your back,  

until we meet again,  

may God hold you in the hollow of his hand. 

 

Gaynor 

 


