Third Sunday of Easter, 26th April 2020
Dear Friends,
This week we are focusing on the road to Emmaus story. The wonderful
account of two of Jesus’s disciples encountering the risen Jesus as they travel
away from Jerusalem after the Passover and trying to make sense of the
shocking, stunning, earth shattering, and puzzling events that have happened
there. The whole of human history had been waiting for that weekend, waiting
for God’s perfect plan of redemption to spring into action, and the whole
cosmos, all time and space were changed forever. But on the Emmaus journey
those two disciples suddenly find that they are joined by a third person.
Unbeknown to them this person is the headliner, the main protagonist of this
cosmic show that has just been played out in Jerusalem, and almost like a rock
star sneaking out of the stage door after a concert to avoid the fans, his identity
is kept from them. However performers often hide their identity to avoid being
recognised (they have stage names, disguises, security teams). Jesus, the
incarnate Son of God who rose glorious on that Easter morning did not keep his
identity from them to avoid being recognised, or to avoid being known. Jesus
comes to them. He meets them, he enquires of them ‘what are you talking
about’, he engages them in discussion. He comes to them with his identity
veiled for precisely the opposite reason to a pop star. He wants to be known
and to know: Such is our God that even after his glorious work of redemption is
accomplished, on the very day he rose from the dead, he comes to walk
alongside his followers, not in a blaze of glory to dazzle them, but to know
them, and to listen to them, and to draw them deeper into the divine mystery
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SO THAT at the end of their journey, in Emmaus, as he blesses and breaks the
bread, they may know him to be who he truly is. Jesus, the Risen Lord.
The disciples before they encounter Jesus are licking their wounds. They
perhaps feel foolish to have followed a man who has been publicly shamed and
put to death. Perhaps this folly is accompanied by the guilt of abandoning that
man to the hands of rough Roman justice and Hassidic corruption. Perhaps
they feel guilt and shame, and on top of this the convenient sense of closure
which Jesus death could have brought to permit them to go back to their old
lives has been robbed. He is not there, the tomb, guarded and sealed, is empty.
Love keeps no score of wrongs, and Love comes to them on the road to bring
them healing, peace and rejoicing in the form of that mysterious fellow traveller.
I love this passage from Luke’s gospel. It has meant so much to me on my
vocational journey to priestly ministry as the priest is called to journey
alongside people. He is called to meet them where they are and to help them
realise Christs presence in the breaking of Scripture and the breaking of the
bread.
Sadly, the nature of this kind of pilgrim imagery is that it is by nature grounded
in journeying, and the time has come for me to share with you that I will be
journeying on from my role among you here in Abergavenny.
It had been my hope that we would be out of lockdown before I needed to make
this announcement so that I could tell you in person, but given the lockdown
extension and the uncertainty of when we will be able to meet back together
again it is impractical to hold back indefinitely, and I would prefer you to hear
it from me first.
I was approached a few months back (before lockdown was even on the
horizon) about looking at a parish in South Yorkshire, and aware that my time
here is more than half way through I felt it would be sensible to explore the
possibility that I may be being (quite literally) called in that direction. I am
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pleased and excited to be able to share with you that I have been appointed as
Associate Priest of the Benefices of Grimethorpe with Brierly, Ryhill,
Havercroft with Cold Hiendly and Wintersett and South Kirkby in the
Wakefield Episcopal Area of the Diocese of Leeds. I am looking forward to
being able to work with new friends and colleagues and to finding out what
mission God has in store for us.
Due to the current situation it is impossible to say an exact date when I will be
taking up this new ministry, but it is anticipated that I will be in post for early
to mid-September.
It is my hope that the current situation will resolve itself in order to give us a
summer to celebrate being back together before Paul and I need to take our
leave. Whilst this is a change for us, this will be a change for you all too, and we
would most certainly wish to support you in these uncertain times. I’m
tremendously grateful to Fr Jeff, Gaynor, the wardens and retired clergy for
their support for me personally, and their commitment to you and the parish,
and I know you will continue to have their support throughout the
interregnum.
We will be very sad to leave Abergavenny, as it has been a tremendously happy
place for us and we have made such lovely and supportive friends through the
church here. I am thrilled by some of the projects we have accomplished
through Mission and Outreach and in the Holywell Community, and know that
I truly do have the best ‘job’ in the world. My association with Abergavenny
goes right the way back to my training, and it will always hold a special place in
my heart. However, I very much hope that you will soon have a new vicar here
to lead the benefice into the future and to help you realise what exciting things
God has in store.
With my heartfelt thanks for your support, and with every blessing,
Fr Tom
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