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Easter Sunday, 12th April 2020 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

This Eastertide will be a celebration unlike any Church festival we have ever 
lived through. Whilst we cannot worship together in the usual way, and whilst 
we can’t meet with our friends and family to celebrate, ‘Christ our Passover 
HAS been sacrificed for us’, therefore we are compelled to ‘keep the feast’(1Cor 
5.7). If we cannot do this in our churches, we can at home, using whatever 
resources we have at our disposal. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to say ‘thank you’ to you all for what you are 
doing. Thank you to those of you who are working longer hours, and to those 
who are volunteering. Thank you to those of you who are supporting all in need 
with your donations and your prayers. Thank you to those who are being 
patient and are staying at home to keep others safe, laying down your normal 
daily life for your friends. I am overwhelmed by the kindness of those of you 
who are using your time to write letters, and to send in your collection to 
maintain the work of the church at this time. Those who are engaging with new 
technology for the first time are especially inspiring and are modelling how we 
as a church need to keep adapting when faced with challenges, to be better 
equipped to serve in the time in which we live. This is truly a means of being 
open to new life and new possibilities, which is at the heart of the message of 
Easter. 
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I’m delighted that I’m able to include Bishop Cherry’s Easter letter to the 
diocese. It’s also a pleasure to be able to share a note from another member of 
the ministry team, Gaynor our Lay Reader. We do want to keep in touch with 
as many of you as possible, so if you are aware of churchgoers who are not on 
the electoral roll, or who are not receiving contact please do let us know. Those 
who we don’t have email addresses for on the electoral roll receive a hard copy 
of this letter delivered by kind volunteers. Obviously, in the current climate this 
comes with its own risks. If you have this as a paper copy and could be 
receiving it electronically, please do advise us so that we can minimise any risk 
to you, or to our volunteers. 

 

Speaking of volunteers, I have received information from the Council about the 
‘Our Monmouthshire’ website, which is now being run as a forum for people to 
offer or request help. Details in the notes below. 

 

Christ has risen from the tomb, and calls us all to new life in him. Alleluia! 

May God bless you this Easter with patience and perseverance in our current 
sufferings because, by the Resurrection of his Son he has given us the gift of a 
living hope from out of the shadows of darkness and despair. 

 

In Christ 

 
Fr Tom 

 
 
Don’t Panic. Love God. Love your neighbour. Help those who are most in need. 


