
Notes: 
• Here is the schedule of programmes you can catch on the BBC over the 

next week: 
8.10am BBC Radio 4 Sunday Worship with +Rowan Williams 
10.45am BBC 1 Sunday Service from Hereford Cathedral 
11.15am BBC1 Sunday Morning Stories 
1.15pm BBC 1 Songs of Praise VE 75 
1.50pm BBC2 Sacred Wonders 
3pm BBC Radio 3 Choral Evensong from St John’s College 
Wednesday: 3.30pm BBC Radio 3 Choral Evensong from St Pancras 
Church 
 

• We are continuing to Livestream services on the ‘Abergavenny Anglican 
Churches Together’ Facebook page. You do not need to have a Facebook 
account in order to tune in. Simply go to this address and the live-stream 
should appear at the top of the page when we turn it on 5 minutes before 
the service:  https://www.facebook.com/AberACT Previous services are 
available under the ‘videos’ tab. 
 
Sunday Parish Mass is at 10.30am 
Midweek Mass Wednesday at 5pm 
Tues/ Weds/ Thurs Compline from the Holywell House @ 7pm 
 
This week there will be an opportunity to mark Christian Aid Week with 
a service on Friday at 5pm. Hope you can join us! 
 

• Christian Aid Week 
 
Get involved this Christian Aid Week! 
The coronavirus crisis means it’s more important than ever that we come 
together as a community to worship, share fun and fellowship, and 
support our sisters and brothers living in poverty. 
As we aim to still build a community this Christian Aid Week we have a 
schedule of virtual events all taking place live from our Facebook page. 
And there's several more creative and fun ways below to help you join in 
saving lives from your sofa. 
 
Sunday 10 May, 1.00pm: Live-streamed Christian Aid Week service 
with Dr Rowan Williams.   
 
Monday 11 - Saturday 16 May, 11am: Live daily reflections from our staff 
and partners overseas. 
 



Join in with our daily fun quizzes to raise funds 
In response to the current situation around coronavirus, Christian Aid 
Week is moving online! This will undoubtedly be a different experience, 
but we still aim to make it the same life-changing and joyous week we’ve 
run since 1957. 
We would like to invite you to be a part of a vibrant, virtual Christian 
Aid Week and join our online community, by taking part in our daily 
quizzes. 
You, your friends and family can all get involved with a new quiz each 
day of Christian Aid Week, 10-16 May, 7.30pm on Facebook Live.  
https://www.facebook.com/christianaid/ 
 
 

 
• Many thanks to those of you who are continuing to send donations, and 

to those of you who have chosen to take this opportunity to donate by 
standing order. We continue to be tremendously grateful for the many and 
varied ways you support the church. The safest way to send contributions 
is to send them directly to Fr Tom (address below) who will then be able 
to pass them on to the respective church treasurers, or if you give them to 
the treasurers directly, or to your respective church wardens. 
If you wish you can set up a direct debit at the following link: 
 
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/gift-
direct/start-giving-your-parish/ 
 
If you would like to give to Christian Aid you can either give with your 
collection (make sure it’s clearly labelled) or at the following web address: 
www.christianaid.org.uk  
 

• Anyone requiring the services of a priest is welcome contact Fr Tom using 
the details on the letterhead, or Fr Jeff Pearse on 07985241700 
jeff.pearse@hotmail.co.uk  

 
 

 

• Br Nicolas of the Holywell Community reflects on VE 75 

 

75 years ago, Europe ended one of the most devastating conflicts in History. After 
months of battles and years of hatred, the conflict ceased in Europe and peace 
was declared.  



Today, we can see the rise of hatred, populism and violence across Europe. If we 
think about what happened at the beginning of the war, we are not so far from the 
same context. 

Nations against nations. Political leaders scapegoating refugees or non-paper 
people. All the mess experienced in our context is due to someone else. 

However, Jesus teaches us not to accuse our neighbours for the wrong we have 
done by ourselves. Our Lord is very keen to wake us up in order to engage with 
those we do not yet know. 

Jesus didn’t bring us an easy going way to make peace with people. It’s not in the 
absence of conflict that we find peace, but in the service we hold for one another. 
When Jesus started to be at the service of those he met, he automatically created 
a safe place where his neighbour could express his or her concerns. A gentle and 
humble way to meet those who are different. 

Today, the challenge of peace in Europe is to find the desire to love one another, 
to meet up and not to build up walls of divisions. For peace cannot happen if we 
don’t let God surprise us. Peace cannot happen if we think about our own selfish 
interests before the common good. Peace cannot happen when it is only motivated 
by profit. 

True peace starts within the heart. When people in the Gospel learned that Jesus 
was coming, they wanted to meet him, not to stay away from him by fear or 
laziness. People were genuinely interested by Jesus, by the message of love and 
salvation he came to bring. God moved their hearts, so that the peace of Christ 
which surpasses all understanding can truly be accepted. 

As we celebrate the 75th anniversary of the end of the WWII in Europe, let us call 
to mind those who have died for freedom and peace. Let us not forget the 
European construction of peace and concord, mutual support and hope for the 
future of the nations. 
 
May God, who is at work within us during this pandemic lockdown, help us to 
find peace in our hearts, at we look to the Risen Christ. 

Amen. 
 

 

 
 

 


