
 
Notes: 

• Here is the schedule of programmes you can catch on the BBC over the 
next week: 
Sunday Morning Stories on ‘Hope’ - BBC1 11.30am 
Sunday Worship from Bangor cathedral - BBC1 11.45am 
Celebration - 7.31am BBC Radio Wales 
Choral Evensong, Christchurch Oxford -Sunday 3.00pm BBC Radio 3 
Choral Evensong, St Davids - Wednesday 3.30pm BBC Radio 3 
Sunday Worship- ‘Living Well’ - Sunday 8.10am - BBC Radio 4 
Songs of Praise ‘Islands of Faith’– BBC 1 Sunday 1.15pm 
 

• We are continuing to Livestream services on the ‘Abergavenny Anglican 
Churches Together’ Facebook page. You do not need to have a Facebook 
account in order to tune in. Simply go to this address and the live-stream 
should appear at the top of the page when we turn it on 5 minutes before 
the service:  https://www.facebook.com/AberACT Previous services are 
available under the ‘videos’ tab. 
 
Sunday Parish Mass is at 10.30am 
Midweek Mass Wednesday at 5pm 
Tues/ Weds/ Thurs Compline from the Holywell House @ 7pm 
 
 

• Thy Kingdom Come:  www.thykingdomcome.global 
 
 
Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that invites Christians 
around the world to pray from Ascension to Pentecost for more people to 
come to know Jesus. 
Since its start in May 2016, just three and a half years ago, God has grown 
Thy Kingdom Come from a dream of possibility into a movement. In 2019 
Christians from 172 countries took part in praying ‘Come Holy Spirit’, so 
that friends and family, neighbours and colleagues might come to faith in 
Jesus Christ. 
This praying together has been across our diversity and differences as 
every person, household and church are encouraged to pray in their own 
way. Whilst an astonishing 92% of people said they were praying for 
family and friends to come to faith in Jesus, and 40% of those taking part 
in 2019 did so for the first time, we recognise there is much more we can 
do together to help Thy Kingdom Come be fully in the lifeblood of the 
Church. 



During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come, it is hoped that everyone who 
takes part will: 
Deepen their own relationship with Jesus Christ 
Pray for 5 friends or family to come to faith in Jesus 
Pray for the empowerment of the Spirit that we would be effective in our witness 
 
After the very first Ascension Day the disciples gathered with Mary, 
constantly devoting themselves to prayer while they waited for the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Like them, our reliance on the 
gift of the Holy Spirit is total – on our own we can do nothing. 
Through the centuries Christians have gathered at that time to pray for 
the coming of the Holy Spirit. ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ picks up this 
tradition. Over the past three and a half years more and more 
worshipping communities have dedicated the days between Ascension 
and Pentecost to pray ‘Come Holy Spirit’. 
We are praying that the Spirit will inspire and equip us to share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ with our friends and families, our 
communities and networks. It has been amazing how many varied ways 
there have been in which people from every tradition have taken up this 
challenge. The effects have been remarkable. 
It is our prayer that those who have not yet heard the Good News of 
Jesus Christ and his love for the world will hear it for themselves, and 
respond and follow Him. Specifically, we again invite each and every 
Christian across the country to pray that God’s Spirit might work in the 
lives of 5 friends who have not responded with their ‘Yes’ to God’s call. 
Whether you have joined in ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ before or not, we invite 
you to take part this year – along with churches from over 65 different 
denominations in 178 countries around the world. 
 
“In praying 'Thy Kingdom Come' we all commit to playing our part in the renewal of 
the nations and the transformation of communities." Archbishop Justin Welby 

 
"You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you will be my witnesses …to the ends of the earth. When he had said 
this…he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight…Then they 
returned to Jerusalem … and were constantly devoting themselves to 
prayer… When the day of Pentecost had come they were all together in 
one place... All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit... and that day 
about three thousand persons were added."  
Acts 1, 2 
“In praying 'Thy Kingdom Come' we all commit to playing our part in the 
renewal of the nations and the transformation of communities." 
Archbishop Justin Welby 



 
• Doves of Hope 

 
As we prepare for Pentecost, doves are appearing on churches and in people’s windows. They are 
symbols of looking and moving forward, says teacher and Abergavenny parishioner Simon Meredith. 

The image of a dove can be interpreted in many different ways. Whereas rainbows are 
bright and cheerful, raising the mood of the people who see them and lighting the 
darkness, doves are more symbolic. 

For Christians, the dove is a powerful symbol of the Holy Spirit and God’s love for us, 
such as the one that landed on Jesus as he was baptised. Doves also represent hope - 
it was a dove which returned to Noah's ark with an olive branch to show the flood 
was over. They are symbols of hope, that the situation we are in will be over at some 
point. Doves are for looking and moving forward. 

The doves started when I was on one of my early morning exercise walks. I walked 
past a locked-up church and it seemed a dark empty place. So I embraced my inner 
Banksy, made six cardboard doves and hooked them on the gates. The people of the 
town responded well and now there are doves on all the churches in Abergavenny 
and they are starting to appear in shops and people’s windows. 

I have always loved arts and craft and I’m keen to be involved in art installations. So I 
am using my skills to share hope with my town and bring people together. Church 
has always been part of my life and I’m looking for ways to link my skills in craft with 
the church. It is particularly appropriate to use doves now as we will be celebrating 
the Holy Spirit in the season of Pentecost or Whitsun at the end of May. 

I have created a video guide to show people how to make their own dove, starting 
with the simple shapes. I know not everyone wants to draw, so I’ve created a 
template that can be printed out. It’s a drawing activity for all ages, they can draw a 
dove or just colour one in. Follow the link below: 

https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news-and-events/doves-hope  
 

• Many thanks to those of you who are continuing to send donations, and 
to those of you who have chosen to take this opportunity to donate by 
standing order. We continue to be tremendously grateful for the many and 
varied ways you support the church. The safest way to send contributions 
is to send them directly to Fr Tom (address below) who will then be able 
to pass them on to the respective church treasurers, or if you give them to 
the treasurers directly, or to your respective church wardens. 
If you wish you can set up a direct debit at the following link: 
 
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/gift-
direct/start-giving-your-parish/ 
 



If you would like to give to Christian Aid you can either give with your 
collection (make sure it’s clearly labelled) or at the following web address: 
www.christianaid.org.uk  
 

• Anyone requiring the services of a priest is welcome contact Fr Tom using 
the details on the letterhead, or Fr Jeff Pearse on 07985241700 
jeff.pearse@hotmail.co.uk  

 

 

 
 

 


