
 

Assistant Priest: Reverend Fr. Tom Bates-Bourne SSC 
St. Mary’s Priory – Christchurch – Holy Trinity – St. Peter’s 

+ Holy Trinity Vicarage, Baker Street, Abergavenny, NP7 5BH 
( 01873 855889    : subprior@stmarys-priory.org 

 

 
Fourth Sunday of Easter, 3rd May 2020 ‘Good Shepherd Sunday’ 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
Today Jesus uses the illustration of the shepherd, the gate and the sheep. Rural 
imagery that would have been immediately recognisable to his listeners. 
Normally I like to be out walking in the countryside, and even on my daily dog 
walk at the moment there are lots of sheep and lambs about in the pastures 
close to Abergavenny. One of the programmes I enjoy watching on a Sunday 
evening is Countryfile, which is currently taking my mind off not being able to 
go out into the countryside proper. A recent feature episode highlighted the 
work of farmers at lambing time, showing 24hrs in a lambing shed with the 
highs and lows in hours of long hard work. Please do remember our farmers in 
your prayers, as cattle and crops cannot be furloughed, and their work 
continues to feed the nation under very difficult and unusual circumstances. 

As we reflect on Jesus ministry as the Good Shepherd we are also called upon to 
reflect upon our own identity as his flock. Our readings this Sunday are all 
about belonging and identity. When we think of a flock we think of them all 
gathered together, as we usually are on a Sunday morning, but even in this time 
when we can’t be together, we are assured by the words of the psalmist that our 
shepherd is always with us, even in the darkest valley. Even though we are 
isolated we are still the flock of the Good Shepherd. 

One of the things which they showed in the lambing shed was the farmer 
moving a ewe and her new born lambs into individual pens after they are born. 
The farmer, holding the lambs walks in front of the mother, imitating the lamb’s 
cry, and the mother instinctively follows. There is a metaphor there for us all to 
consider at this time, that so often when we are drawn to the weak, the 
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vulnerable, and those in need it is the voice of the Good Shepherd leading us 
there. 

This coming Friday we will see the 75th Anniversary of VE Day. It is a wonderful 
chance to reflect upon the cost of the peace that we all enjoy. We were to have 
marked the day with parades, a street party, pipers and bells ringing out across 
the nation, but instead our celebrations must be within our own homes and 
families. However, that is not to say that what we do at home doesn’t have 
value. Captain Tom Moore, who marked his 100th birthday this week, raised 
£32 million pounds for the NHS without leaving his home, so we never know 
how Christ will transform even our most humble offerings. As he teaches in 
Matthew 6.6 ‘when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your 
Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 
reward you.’ 
 

May I take this opportunity to thank you for all the kind messages of support 
and good wishes which we have received in the light of last week’s 
announcement about my appointment. I am immensely grateful and look 
forward to the remainder of our time together. 

With my heartfelt thanks, and with every blessing, 

Fr Tom 


