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Fifth Sunday of Easter, 10th May 2020 Christian Aid Week 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
In the reading from the Old Testament this week we continue the story of 
Noah. Having been cooped up in the ark for one hundred and fifty days I’m sure 
that we can relate to what he and his family must have felt, not to mention their 
menagerie! There are some news reports that seem to imply the government is 
doing the equivalent of sending out ravens and doves to assess the situation and 
work out whether it is safe for us all to come out of the ark. Certainly, we can 
see the news coming from across Europe as some countries are taking tentative 
steps to end the lockdown, hopefully a little like Noah and his family would 
have seen the tops of the mountains appearing as the flood slowly subsides. 

The flood Noah experienced we are told covered the face of the world. It didn’t 
just affect Noah and his family in their little bubble, and the Coronavirus has 
had an effect all over the earth. Like the flood it has been indiscriminate, but 
there are always those who are on an unfair footing to begin with; namely those 
in poverty. 

Today sees the beginning of Christian Aid week. It will not be the week we are 
used to with fundraising events, but there will be opportunities for us to pray 
together using the resources Christian Aid have produced. However, it would 
be good to think that even though we can’t have our usual collections on the 
high street, in church, or our usual fish and chip supper, that the vital work of 
Christian Aid will not suffer. Please do consider making a donation. Some of the 
poorest people in the world were fighting against the odds even before we were 
struck with this virus. We are blessed with good sanitation to help contain it. 
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When we wash our hands, we do so with clean water, and they deserve that 
basic sanitation too.  

I am very happy to redirect donations to Christian Aid as I do with church 
collection (if they can be clearly labelled, please). Those who are able to give 
online can find out how to at www.christianaid.org.uk . 

Like the flood, this situation will come to an end, and we will be able to leave 
our homes again. Noah and his family kept creation safe in the ark, and stepped 
out into abundant life. We have the opportunity to decide what sort of world 
we want to re-join by helping those in poverty, and to recognising that 
abundant life is God’s gift for everyone, not just the privileged few. 

 

With every blessing, 

Fr Tom 


