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Sixth Sunday of Easter, 17th May 2020 Rogation Sunday 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
Today is Rogation Sunday. I remember as a child the church procession we 
would have around the village where I grew up to bless the crops in the fields, 
the beasts in the farmyard and all the good things God had given us upon the 
earth. We would also bless the village duck pond, and as the Book of Common 
Prayer put it ‘Leviathan that dwelleth therein’. The image of there being a sea 
monster in the village pond has never left me, and as I consequence I have always 
had a fondness for rogation tide as a part of the Church’s agricultural cycle which 
tends to be rather downplayed. One of the questions we have asked as a Mission 
and Outreach group is how can we as a church raise the profile of our Harvest 
Festival in a society that is more removed from frontline farming and food 
production? I suspect that the answer may be to incorporate into our liturgical 
cycle other aspects of the agricultural cycle: to mark Plough Sunday, Seed Sunday 
and Rogationtide so that we are invested not only in the results of the harvest, 
but in the whole process.  
 
Many of us haven’t been out as much as we normally would. I was shocked when 
I drove to the crematorium to take a service a few weeks back to find that the 
fields around Abergavenny had been transformed to the bright gold of oilseed 
rape, and it was only then that I realized how out of touch I had been with the 
world outside. The seasons had moved on and seemingly left me behind. 
 
Today in the readings Noah and his family emerge from the Ark after a long 
confinement into a new world and receive God’s blessing to become a new 
creation. God seals his covenant with Noah in the image of a rainbow. One of the 
lovely things I have enjoyed seeing on my daily exercise is the number of 
rainbows that have appeared in windows and on gateposts as a sign of hope and 
thanksgiving in this difficult time. As Christian’s we may see in these rainbows 
the same promise of God’s love and enduring presence with us through this crisis. 
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This coming Thursday is Ascension Day. Between Jesus’ ascension into heaven 
and Pentecost the first apostles were shut away behind closed doors, praying for 
that comforter that Jesus had promised. They were isolated from the world and 
society, but they were not without hope. They knew that from all that they had 
been through Jesus was interceding for them with the Father, and that he would 
send the Holy Spirit to be with them forever. 
We too can join with the Church around the world in praying as part of the Thy 
Kingdom Come initiative between Ascension and Pentecost. It is an opportunity 
to be united, even though we are apart, in holding on to that promise of hope 
which the image of the rainbow represents: God’s promise. 
 
There will be an opportunity to mark Ascension Day if you are able to join us 
online at 5pm on Thursday on the Abergavenny Anglican Churches together 
Facebook page. There is more information on ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ in the notes. 

Keep safe. Missing you all, 

Fr Tom 


