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Seventh Sunday of Easter, 24th May 2020  

 
Dear Friends, 
 
Many people are furloughed or working from home at the present time. I saw a 
meme online this week which said, ‘Ascension Day - the day Jesus started 
working from home’! Last Thursday we were able to have a great celebration 
online using some new technology which enabled us to have contributions from 
people outside the church for the first time. We’re really grateful to the choir 
and all who made contributions. Hopefully we will be able to do more of this 
kind of thing in the future. In this time between Ascension and Pentecost we 
celebrate that Jesus has now ascended back to the right hand of God the Father 
where he promises his disciples that he will intercede for them. 
 
Being a disciple wasn’t ever going to be easy. Jesus knew that from the 
beginning, and we see in this Sunday’s Gospel his prayer for his followers, that 
in spite of persecution, or whatever they may face, that they may be united. He 
knew that they would face difficulty and opposition. Jesus asks the Father to 
‘give glory to your son, so that your son may glorify you’. But when Jesus talks 
about glory it is not the glory of the world he means. He knows that he is 
looking towards the cross. The glory of God isn’t the glory of the world but is 
revealed in what this world can only see as suffering and failure. On social 
media now-a-days we have the opportunity to ‘air brush’ our lives, to remove 
our failures and painful times. We want to show people the happy, collected 
and successful people that we perhaps aren’t. We like to spin our lives to gloss 
over the painful bits, but Jesus teaches us today that these parts of our lives are 
where God is glorified - where his action is most visible because we most need 
him. 
 
In his prayer for unity Jesus asks us his Church to live joined up lives, not be 
divided into boxes and labels. We read about Jesus scathing remarks to the 
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hypocritical Pharisees. They have missed the point. They are ‘whitewashed 
tombs’ because their faith is not integrated into their lives. What they teach 
and the way they behave is at variance. The divider has driven his wedge in 
there between them and God. Hatred and fear are ugly, insidious and 
destructive emotions. Jesus is not naive about sending out his disciples into the 
world. He is aware of what the world can do, but his high priestly prayer makes 
petitions for them and consequently us: his constant communion with his 
church through the disciples; their joy from this union; their protection from 
evil; their own sanctification in knowing him to be the truth; their unity with 
each other; their eventual union with him; and the ability to perceive his glory, 
knowing him as he truly is. 
 
Jesus’s prayer assures us that we are never alone, even in this time of isolation, 
but we are united with each other in the Body of Christ, and with God in the 
Holy Trinity. 
 
I hope that you are all keeping safe and well. Many thanks to those of you who 
have sent letters. It is always good to hear your news. 

Every blessing, 

Fr Tom 


