Feast of the Assumption, 16th August 2020
Dear Friends,
This Sunday would normally have been the Patronal Festival at St Mary’s and the
beginning of the new Holywell year which we would normally have marked with
some kind of celebration. However, sadly it becomes yet another occasion to add
to the casualties of 2020. I cannot believe how this year has passed by and already
it is time for me to say my ‘farewells’ to you.
Today the Church remembers and celebrates the completion of the earthly
career of the Blessed Virgin Mary, how when that journey on earth was ended a
new beginning opened up for her in heaven. Not content to ‘hang up her hat’ we
are assured by the presence of a Mother who witnessed the fullness of Christ’s
incarnation, and who ever lives to bring people to her Son.
As the hymn puts it:
‘To our needy world of today,
Love and beauty you portray,
Showing the path to Christ we must trace.
Mary, our mother, hail, full of grace.’
Christ calls us all to model that same love and beauty in our lives so that we too
can guide others to Jesus by the witness of our own lives. I want to take this
opportunity to thank you for the privilege of serving in this parish as a priest and
for the way in which you have shared with me the love and beauty of your own
journeys. You may not necessarily feel that when you went through that
bereavement, or illness, or even simply turned up and took part that you
modelled that love and beauty in your own life, but I can assure you that you did
and that as a priest it was a blessing to me and to our community. That is part of
the challenge, to constantly be on the lookout for that love and beauty which
God intends and to see life transformed, even when we do not feel, or life does
not seem, especially lovely or beautiful. This year has been difficult, and we’re not
through the woods yet, but even in the midst of what we are going through the
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voice of the Church will never be irrelevant if we can reflect back to God the love
and beauty of what it means to be created in his image in the breadth of human
experience. If the Gospel tells us anything it is that God loves our human mess,
from the messy stable to the messy cross, and that he came into it so that we can
recognise that love, beauty, dignity and worth ourselves and so that when we are
confronted with the mess of life we can see beyond it to new life and a future
with Him. 2020 has brought with it a great deal of mess and if I can leave you
with that message then it is to recognise that even though we may be a little way
from being able to be Church as we were back in January, whatever we can do
still has worth if we can help people to see the love and beauty which points to
Jesus through the mess.
It seems hard to believe that it was seventeen years ago that I came to South
Wales to do my undergraduate degree, intending to be here for three years. I have
now been here for nearly half my life so far with the attendant changes, chances,
and friends which will mean it will always have a special place in my heart.
Whilst Paul and I are going to pastures new we will always look forward to
hearing your news, remembering you in our prayers and hoping to catch up when
we come to visit my parents in Hereford. I’m sorry that due to the current
situation I’m unable to invite you to join us for my licensing on 3rd September. I
will endeavour to send photos for the parish magazine.
Should you ever find yourself in South Yorkshire please do call for a ‘brew’!
With my thanks and prayers,
Fr Tom
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