Eighth Sunday after Trinity, 2nd August 2020
Dear Friends,
Our Gospel reading this Sunday focuses on Jesus’ Divine Compassion, his love
for us, which causes him to meet us in our need. He causes a blessing of
abundance from virtually nothing, and in so doing he prefigures what he will do
in the Upper Room when he institutes the Eucharist. In so doing Jesus not only
meets the need of hunger in his followers, he forms them into a Eucharistic
community. A community who rely upon, and dwell in His love.
Both in today’s Gospel, and in the institution of the Lord’s Supper we are told
that Jesus’ actions are the same:
Jesus takes, he blesses, he breaks, and he shares.
It is the story of any Christian vocation. Firstly, Jesus takes:
To be a Christian is to receive the calling to spread the Good News in making
disciples ‘of all nations’.
Jesus calls us all, asking us each and everyone to walk as his disciple. As he
called Simon and the fishermen away from their nets, so he calls each of us to
live as his followers. What is he calling you to? How have you experienced that
sense of calling on your Christian journey?
Secondly, Jesus blesses:
Our God knows how to give us good gifts, and sometimes we need to discern
together as a community where those gifts lie and how they can best be put to
use. Through the gifts God has given to you he has enriched our community and
sometimes it takes a shake up of our lives to let those gifts come to the fore. We
certainly have had a shake up this year with the interregnum and the lockdown,
so be on the look out for the new gifts you are using which are going to be a
blessing for our community. Discernment is one of God’s greatest gifts and we
exercise it together, so don’t be afraid to talk to one another about what God
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may be calling you to.
Jesus breaks:
Even Peter, Jesus’s rock, is broken. He says to Jesus ‘leave me Lord, for I am a
sinful man’, and throughout Jesus’s ministry we hear of Peter’s over enthusiasm
(‘I will never leave you Lord’), his getting the wrong end of the stick, and of his
abandonment. Yet Jesus makes Peter the rock on which he builds his church.
We are all imperfect, broken and in need of healing. To say we are broken is not
to say we are no good, but that we are incomplete. We are a small part of
something much bigger, the Body of Christ, and we come back to him to be
made whole. We are designed to be complete only in our relationship with
God, and our hearts are restless until they find their rest in him. Jesus came to
repair that relationship. Peter runs away with the other disciples and abandons
Jesus in his Passion. Like a vase that is dropped, the body Jesus has built
scatters everywhere. Yet when Peter and the disciples return to Jesus ‘in whom
we live and move and have our being’ they are restored, and Peter is given the
charge ‘tend my lambs’.
How have you felt brokenness and wholeness through your time in lockdown?
Finally Jesus shares:
There is a difference between being broken like that vase, shattered in pieces,
and being broken to be shared. An accidental break, a fracture, needs to be
repaired, but if I broke a large bar of chocolate into pieces, it wouldn’t be an
accident. I would be doing it to include you. The good thing which has been my
gift, can in turn become a blessing to you. It is so with Christ who gave himself
for us on the cross, and gives himself to us again and again in the Eucharist.
When we come back to him in our brokenness asking him to be the piece that
completes us and makes us whole, he gives himself to us, breaking himself into
pieces so that we can all be a part of his body, the Church. In the Emmaus story
we know that his disciples knew him in this generous act of love: the breaking
of the bread.
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We see it in the Gospel this week and throughout Jesus’ incarnation.
That generous love has a place in each of our lives, indeed it becomes our whole
life. We are ‘taken’ or ‘called’. We are ‘blessed’ with gifts. We are ‘broken’ as we
understand our own inadequacy without God, and we are to be ‘shared’,
extending the generous love we have received to others. Can we truly say this is
the calling we live out? How can we better model this generous love that is at
the core of our Christian identity?
Even when we may turn to Jesus and say ‘Lord, all I’ve got is five loaves and two
fish’, placing our meagre gifts into his hands can transform them into
abundance through his Divine Compassion.
With every blessing,
Fr Tom
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