Ninth Sunday after Trinity, 9th August 2020
Dear Friends,
I’m sure that you were all as shocked as I was by the terrifying images of the
explosion in Beirut this week. It is one of those frightening occasions when the
prospects of a country already struggling and under strain from the pressures of
the international pandemic take a sudden plunge. Lebanese hospitals, already
overwhelmed and undersupplied are now swamped with more cases than they
can cope with. Besides those killed and the 4000 injured, hundreds of people
were made homeless in the blink of an eye, and 85% of the country’s grain supply
was destroyed. There are 1 million Syrian refugees in Lebanon who are as yet
unrecognized by the Lebanese government, escalating the likelihood of a
humanitarian crisis in an already unstable political and economic climate.
Christian Aid encourages us to pray with them for Lebanon, a country where
they have worked for more than 30 years.
‘God, our refuge in times of trouble
We pray for our brothers and sisters in Beirut.
Lord, be with the emergency services as they battle to help the thousands
injured.
Lord, hold those who have lost loved ones in the palm of your hand.
Lord, we pray your provision for poor and marginalised communities who face
an even more uncertain future.
Lord, we pray for wisdom for leaders as they make difficult decisions.
Lord, open our hearts - may they be full of compassion for the suffering we see.
Stir us to action.
In the tragedy of loss,
We pray your comfort.
In the chaos and injury,
We pray your calm and divine healing.
In the devastation and the heartbreak,
We pray your peace.
We pray that in the despair that lies amid the rubble of the explosion
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There will be glimmers of hope and life.
We ask this through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen’
I’m writing this letter on Thursday and today is the 75th Anniversary of the
devastating explosion that killed 140,000 people in Hiroshima. Having seen the
size of the massive explosion in Beirut on the news earlier this week I cannot
begin to conceive the violence of an even larger explosion that could kill so many
people. In this horrible year of virus lockdown, illness, bereavement and disaster
we can reflect on this week’s gospel reading and think that we understand the
vulnerability and fear which the disciples experience. It’s easy also to think that
we need to be saved and protected from the disasters in the world (and those of
our own making) by people who we deem to be cleverer than us; the officials, or
professionals. Never forget Jesus chose as his first disciples’ people who were
fishermen. They weren’t academically gifted and sometimes they embarrass
themselves with mistakes as we all do. Yet Jesus chose them for their qualities:
Fishermen must be patient in their work. They did hard physical work in
dangerous places. They must have hope that day after day their work will pay off,
and they must have trust for those they work with.
We too are called as Jesus’ followers to work hard for peace and justice in society
and to cast our nets out again and again in hope. To love and care for one another,
being patient and resilient in the midst of the storm.
Even when we feel frightened by all that is happening around us, and when we
feel at the mercy of the storm we must remember that Jesus comes to his
followers in the midst of what they are going through, and says to them ‘Take
courage…do not be afraid.’ Peter starts towards Jesus across the stormy sea, but
instead of focusing on Jesus calling him he is overwhelmed by the hurley burley
around him. No matter what we experience of the storm that can seem to rage
around us at the moment let us never forget to keep our eyes on Jesus, to hear his
words of encouragement and to fulfil his calling in our lives.
With my prayers,
Fr Tom
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